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Dear Veterans, Advocates, and Sponsors:

On behalf of the Veterans In Business Network, I would like to welcome you to our 7th Annual 
National Conference. We’re excited to, once again, meet with you face-to-face and to discuss the 
“wins, learns, and losses” you have experienced navigating the terrain of entrepreneurship.

This year’s Conference will be our largest in-person event to date – with over 500 attendees from 
Corporations, Government agencies, Resource groups, numerous small/diverse and Veteran owned 
businesses.  It is wonderful to see this annual event grow and welcome even more Veteran businesses to 
expand their own networks and nurture business relationships.  Every session, speaker and activity was planned 
with intention and celebrates the resilience, grit and strength of the Veteran Business community. 

Over the next two days, please make the most of “Port VIB” and the informative panels, resources and networking 
opportunities we have organized to help your business grow and succeed. The VIB Network is honored to serve and support 
the 2.5 million Veteran-Owned Businesses across the country through all stages of their business development, and we have 
done our best to craft an agenda that everyone can benefit from.

Your support for this Conference allows the VIB Network to continue our education, training, business development and networking 
efforts for Veterans. I hope you and your families remain healthy and safe, and I look forward to growing with you and your businesses 
throughout the conference and on into 2024.

Enjoy sunny San Diego!

Sign up for updates!  vibnetwork.org
Cole Woodman, Chairman
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In 2023, our Co-Founders, Ambassadors and Volunteers attended various events throughout the country 
to help bring awareness and opportunities to the Veteran Business Community – including the Inaugural 
East Coast Connect conference in Camden, New Jersey. Thank you American Water!2023 YEAR IN REVIEW



Be Part of the Network Veterans In Business (VIB) Network 
is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization 

for Veteran business owners 
nationwide. With your support,

we are able to offer so much 
more – and at no cost to

Veteran businesses.

• FREE Veteran Business Directory
• Workshops & Webinars
• Outreach Events
• Business Development Programs
• Newsletter & Opportunity Board

• SDVOSB/DVBE Support
• Podcast
• Peer-to-Peer Coaching
• Scholarships
• National Events

BECOME A
CORPORATE MEMBER or
GOVERNMENT PARTNER

Thanks to these Corporate and Government 
partners, the VIB Network is FREE to join!

Supporting Veteran Businesses Nationwide

Corporate Members and 
Government Partners 
for supporting us throughout 
the year.













Event App
Sponsor: For updates,

last-minute changes 
and announcements, 
see the event app!

AGENDA & SEMINARS

MISSION I MISSION III
SEMINAR SCHEDULE  Check the app for updates!

MISSION II
0800-0850 (8-8:50 am)
Capital, Contracts, & Conflict - Legal Keys to 
the Kingdom - Hawk Thomas & Michael Segal

0900-0950 (9-9:50 am)
Following the Funding of Federal Sales - 
Gene Moran

0800-0850 (8-8:50 am)
The Other Fish In The Sea With A Hook - 
Heather Cox

0900-0950 (9-9:50 am)
Healthcare & Pharmaceutical Panel 
Discussion - Featuring Blue Shield, Kaiser 
Permanente, Eli Lilly, and Genentech; 
moderated by Jackson Dalton of Black Box Safety 

0800-0850 (8-8:50 am)
Financial Success in Government Contracts - 
Robert E. Jones

0900-0950 (9-9:50 am)
Utilities & Construction Panel Discussion - 
Featuring panelists from PG&E, CenterPoint 
Energy, Swinerton and Skanska; moderated by 
Vaughn Williams III of SoCalGas.

Monday, November 13  
0600-0700 (6-7 am)   Stretch & Strength Yoga or Walk/Jog to the Beach - Mariner Point
0700 (7 am)   Registration Opens in Bayview Terrace - lanyards sponsored by Honda
0700-0800 (7-8 am)   Breakfast - Pavilion - open for pick-up or sit and network
0745-0850 (7:45-8:50 am) Interactive Ice Breaker - conducted by Applied Learning Science (VOSB) to help cultivate and build   
    relationships between Corporate, Government, Prime, Diverse and Veteran Business Attendees in a fun  
    atmosphere - Bayview Ballroom (Early Bird Attendees, Corporations, Primes and Government Agencies only)
0900-0910 (9-9:10 am)  Welcome - ALL General Session events will be in the Regatta Pavilion - Chairman Cole Woodman
0910-1010 (9:10-10:10 am) From Camos to Conference Room Panel Discussion  - Veteran business owners share their stories of 
    starting a business after their military service, lessons learned along the way and what they are doing to grow 
    their business to the next level.
1010-1030 (10:10-10:30 am) AM Energy Break - Pavilion - sponsored by Defenders Gateway
1030-1115 (10:30-11:15 am) Motivational Monday - Navigating Disruption: Thriving in a Change-Crazy World - National Keynote from  
    TeamWorks International (SDVOSB) Athena Lou (Air Force) and Eric Smith
1115-1200 (11:15 am-12 pm) SBA VetCert, CPUC and Insurance Updates  - The SBA updates attendees with the latest VetCert information.  
    Plus we’ll hear about CPUC changes on working with Disabled Businesses/SDVOSBs Nationwide and learn  
    about the California Insurance Industry now reporting Veteran business spend.
1200-1300 (12-1 pm)   Box Lunch Break (get box lunches in the Pavilion) and Veteran exhibitor set-up. Pick up a box lunch and enjoy 
    connecting with other attendees. Veteran businesses participating in the Veteran Marketplace Reception will 
    set up their exhibitor tables during this time. Community Outreach - give back to the military community and 
    help pack groceries for enlisted families in the Bayview Ballroom - sponsored by Bristol Myers Squibb. 
1300-1400 (1-2 pm)   Cracking the Government Code: A Government Panel Discussion - Learn about contracting with various 
    Government Agencies, where to find opportunities and how to utilize your certification.
1410-1510 (2:10-3:10 pm) The Secret Sauce: A Corporate Panel Discussion - Recipes for Success on Working with Corporations; with a 
    dash of information from some of the largest corporations in the country, you'll boil over with knowledge.
1510-1530 (3:10-3:30 pm) PM Energy Break - Pavilion - sponsored by Robert Half Protiviti
1530-1630 (3:30-4:30 pm) Tactical Networking: Business matchmaking
1630-1900 (4:30-7 pm)  Veteran Business Marketplace Reception - Banyan Court - Veteran businesses showcase goods & services 
    during this island-inspired Trader VIB reception. Enjoy the sounds of LIVE steel drums, great food, and 
    shopping - sponsored by Bristol Myers Squibb; refreshments sponsored by Dexcom

Tuesday, November 14  
0600-0700 (6-7 am)   Stretch & Strength Yoga or Walk/Jog to the Beach - Mariner Point
0700 (7 am)   Registration Opens - Bayview Terrace
0700-0800 (7-8 am)   Breakfast - Pavilion - open for pick-up or sit and network
0800-1000 (8-10 am)   BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT SEMINAR SESSIONS - Session Info Below
0800-1145 (8-11:45 am)  Opportunity Expo Set-up for Corporations, Government Agencies, Prime Contractors, and Resource Groups 
1000-1150 (10-11:50 am)  One-on-One Business Matchmaking - Palm Room - in-person/virtual
1200-1330 (12-1:30 pm)  Networking for Success Luncheon - Regatta Pavilion - Business Development Programs and Fireside Chat 
    with Darryl Hawkins (Marines), SVP Field Engineering from T-Mobile
1330-1600 (1:30-4 pm)  Opportunity Expo - Walk through the Exhibitor Hall to connect with Corporations, Government Agencies, 
    Prime Contractors and Business Resource Groups. Be sure to receive your Complimentary Professional 
    Headshots - sponsored by AARP
1700 - 1900 (5-7 pm)    Transportation from the front of the Hyatt Hotel Mission Bay to the USS Midway
1800-2200 (6-10 pm)    Iconic VIB Network Above & Beyond Awards - on the flight deck aboard the USS Midway, celebrating Veteran 
    businesses and those who help them succeed - sponsored by Southern California Edison
2030 - 2215 (8:30-10:15 pm)  Transportation from the USS Midway to the Hyatt Hotel Mission Bay



  Regatta 
Pavilion

THE HOTEL and AWARDS

Venturing Out...
From the Hyatt Regency Mission 
Bay, it is a:
 • 5 minute drive to SeaWorld
 • 5 minute drive to Belmont Park
 • 12 minute drive to Pacific 
  Beach Alehouse
 •15 minute drive to Balboa Park
 • 20 minute drive to the 
  Gaslamp District

And since you're in San Diego...
 • Nearest In-N-Out: 9 minute   
  drive - 2910 Damon Ave
 • Nearest late night Mexican spot  
  (Mr. Ruribertos Mexican Food,  
  open until 2 am): 5 minute
  drive - 3202 Mission Blvd



KEYNOTE & FIRESIDE CHAT

Monday, November 13

Tuesday, November 14

KEYNOTE: Athena Lou (Air Force) and Eric Smith (Veteran Business Advocate)
President, and Vice President, respectively, with TeamWorks International

Athena and Eric are celebrating their 26th year in business this year -- and they’ve been married for 27!
They have over 60 years of combined business experience in leadership, management, and team 
productivity, having served 10’s of thousands of business owners and leaders since 1997.Eric and Athena 
have worked in both turnaround and growth environments with Fortune 500 companies, 
and industry leading organizations such as:

• Four Seasons Hotels and Resorts
• HealthNet – Managed Health Network
• Hilton Hotels International
• L3 Technologies

They’ve also served seasoned mid-sized firms, ground breaking start-ups, and, many agencies in the U.S. government – to name a few: 
• The Centers for Disease Control
• U.C. Hastings School of Law
• University of Hawaii

Their programs have generated 1000’s of happier, more productive leaders and staff along with tens of millions of dollars of gains in 
efficiency, cost reduction and revenue. 

• Lucix Corp
• Pepperdine University
• Spirent Communications
• Sutter Health Systems

• The Department of Defense:  Air Force, Navy, Air National Guard, Army National Guard
• The U.S. Pacific Command, “Joint Chiefs of the Pacific”
• The U.S.D.A.

FIRESIDE CHAT: Darryl Hawkins (Marines)  
Senior Vice President, West Region
Regional Network & Engineering Operations with T-Mobile   

Darryl Hawkins brings over 20 years’ experience in ground-breaking new technologies and leading growth 
& transformation for several of the largest iconic telecom companies in the world. He is a veteran of the 
United States Marine Corps. He is a documented expert in developing and operationalizing strategic 
networks and customer service improvement procedures across the US, turning around organizations 
in crisis.   Darryl is an operator, leading multi-billion-dollar P&L’s and has driven growth through 
innovation, shareholder value and expansion into new markets. 

Darryl serves as Senior Vice President of Engineering for T-Mobile. He oversees 5G Solution & Service 
Readiness and leads the West Division’s multi-billion-dollar 5G network build and operations portfolio. 
He philosophy centers on digitizing the understanding of operational excellence through lean principles, 
broad-based application of AI/ML. He successfully executes emerging technology deployments of innovative programs; 5G, fiber optic, RAN, 
digital transformation. Darryl serves as the Executive Sponsor of the Women In Technology & Veteran’s ERG for the company.

Darryl served as Vice President of Operations of Comcast/NBC Universal’s California region, the nation’s largest broadband provider. He led the 
strategy for increasing customer experience by starting, building and repositioning organizations. During his 5-year tenure at Comcast (Califor-
nia/Arizona) he was able to improve productivity by 37% YOY and network reliability by 28% through the implementation of Lean and Six Sigma 
principles (DMAIC). As the senior leader for CA/AZ, he successfully cultivated strategic relationships with state, county, local leaders including 
Governor, Senators, and Mayors to align services and expansion with community priorities.

At Verizon, Darryl was in operations, sales (B2B/Consumer), Network Transformation, Engineering, 4/5G Network Planning, Optimization, 
Managed Services, Customer Perception Optimization, and End 2 End 5G Solution, etc. He has led a multi-billion-dollar nationwide fiber (FiOS) 
deployment. He created the first framework for the new industry go to market plan, delivering 30%+ growth which led to being presented with 
the Verizon Excellence Award. 



MODERATOR
Michelle G.I. 
Gardner-Ince
VetBiz Champion | 

US Air Force  •  VetBiz

Jennifer Vollbrecht
President/CEO | Marines
J Vollbrecht Consulting

John Palmer
President | Army

Servexo

Erik Franzen
President | Navy

E2 Contracting, Inc.

Arielle Douglass
Deputy Director | 

Veteran Business Advocate
HHS/OSDBU

Karen Nelson
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Advocate
Southwest Small Business 

Transportation Center
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Assistant Deputy Director

| Air Force
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System Command Southwest

Kim Hayward
Chief of Quality Assurance | 
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VA National Cemetery

Administration

Vernon Simpkins
Procurement Analyst

Deputy, Office of Small 
Business Programs | Navy

US Army Corps of Engineers

Rea Estrella
Supervisory Contract Specialist | 

Veteran Business Advocate
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Systems Command Southwest

From Camos to 
Conference 
Room Panel 
Discussion

SPECIAL GUESTS

MODERATOR
Cole Woodman
President | Chairman | 

Navy |  GES | VIB

MONDAY PANEL DISCUSSIONS

The Secret 
Sauce: 
Corporate Panel 
Discussion

Tom Guntrip
Director | Army

Southern California Edison

Sandy Garcia
Manager | Marines

Sony Pictures 
Entertainment

MODERATOR
Corey Vickers

Podcast Host | Air Force
VIB Reveille Podcast

Karl Harris
Diversity & Inclusion Specialist | 
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Honda

Eldred Jackson
Director | 

Veteran Business Advocate
Department of Veterans Affairs

Cracking 
the Code: A 
Government 
Panel 
Discussion

Part 1:
Resources

Part 2:
Programs & 
Opportunities

Keith Boylan
Undersecretary | 
Army
California Department of 
Veterans Affairs

Tara Lynn Gray
Director | Veteran 
Business Advocate
California Office of the 
Small Business Advocate

John Perkins
Director | Navy
US Small Business 
Administration



MISSION I MISSION IIIMISSION II
0800-0850 (8-8:50 am)
Capital, Contracts, & Conflict 
Hawk Thomas & Michael Segal

This session will tackle three vital 
aspects of launching, growing, and 
sustaining vibrant business ventures in 
both public and private market: raising 
capital; understanding contracts; and 
addressing conflicts.

0900-0950 (9-9:50 am)
Following the Funding of 
Federal Sales
Gene Moran

If you sell to the federal government, or 
want to do so, learn why and how the 
winners win. Gene takes you behind the 
curtain to reveal the tools of influence 
available to anyone but most people 
don’t know exist.

0800-0850 (8-8:50 am)
The Other Fish In The Sea With 
A Hook - Heather Cox & Guests

Although corporate diversity programs 
have existed for decades in the U.S., too 
many entrepreneurs still do not know 
how to master their certifications to 
grow their businesses. Heather will 
educate suppliers on how to leverage 
the hell out of their certification.

0900-0950 (9-9:50 am)
Healthcare & Pharmaceutical 
Panel Discussion
Moderated by Jackson Dalton, 
Black Box Safety

Featuring Blue Shield, Kaiser 
Permanente, Eli Lilly, and Genentech. 
This panel discussion will be focused 
on doing work with the healthcare and 
pharmaceutical industries. What they 
buy and other contracting opportunities 
available. 

0800-0850 (8-8:50 am)
Financial Success in Government 
Contracts - Robert E. Jones

Knowing your numbers is essential to 
growing your business. Government 
contract accounting can be difficult and 
time-consuming. Robert will share 
accounting tips to help you manage your 
business for success.

0900-0950 (9-9:50 am)
Utilities & Construction Panel 
Discussion
Moderated by Vaughn Williams III, 
SoCalGas. 

Featuring panelists from PG&E, 
CenterPoint Energy, Swinerton and 
Skanska, Panelists will share information 
on upcoming projects and where to find 
these opportunities. Also, what certifica-
tions and qualifications are needed when 
bidding on projects.

ONE-ON-ONE BUSINESS MATCHMAKING

TUESDAY SEMINAR SESSIONS

You are now able to create a profile and schedule your 
One-on-One Business Matchmaking appointments 
happening during the VIB National Conference.

One-on-One Business Matchmaking is open to all registered 
attendees. The VIB Network is excited to partner again with VIB 
Member and SDVOSB My Business Matches. Buyers and Suppliers 
can create their profiles and set up meetings through the My 
Business Matches portal. 

• Visit the My Business Matchmaking site to create your profile 
 and set up meetings.

• All appointments are 10 minutes per meeting. 

• Be on time for your appointments, research your connections, 
 prepare your pitch, and dress professionally.

• My Business Matches will be onsite at the VIB Conference to 
 help you schedule any last minute appointments and assist
 with the access code.

(Palm Room - Tuesday 10 - 11:50 am)

Visit the My Business Matches
page to get started.
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See you aboard!

• Government Agency of the Year
• Oscar Mike Award
• Teaming Partners of the Year
• Bravo Zulu Award
• Corporation of the Year
• Veteran Business of the Year

Join the Veterans In Business Network in person at the Above & Beyond Awards 
Banquet Dinner as we celebrate and honor the Veteran business community. 
Veteran business owners have proudly served their country and are inspirational 
entrepreneurs nationwide. 

Buses will begin leaving from the front of the hotel at 5pm for the USS Midway last 
bus for the Midway will leave at 7 pm. While you wait to board the USS Midway 
explore the Port and catch a beautiful San Diego sunset at the Fish Market or 
Seaport Village.

What to wear: Take Our Breath Away - and pick up your Aviator glasses at the door!
Our theme is Top Gun chic. What’s that? It's classified...but we'll share some ideas:
Bomber jackets Military green attire White shirt, nice Jeans
A need for speed OR...Red/white/blue will always do!

Suits not required - No stilettos (safety hazard on the USS Midway) - 
Flat, low or chunky heels are fine.

BeyondAbove&
A W A R D S  B A N Q U E T

1700 - 1900 (5 - 7 pm) - Shuttles to Midway

1800  (6 pm) - Begin Boarding the USS Midway

1800 -1900 (6 - 7 pm) - Lovin’ Feeling Lounge Reception
 Explore the USS Midway, take a ride in a flight simulator or join 
 Maverick and Rooster for a piano sing-along (it’ll be worth it!)

1900 - 2200 (7 -10 pm) - Above & Beyond Dinner. Head to the 
 flight deck and hear the amazing sounds of Rebecca Jade 
 as you enjoy a grilled rotisserie buffet feast.  

2030 - 2215 (8:30 - 10:15 pm) - Shuttles to Hyatt
 





















Broadcasting LIVE 
from the VIB Network
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Business Development Programs
The VIB Network offers a variety of Business Development 
Programs throughout the year to help the Veteran business 
community learn and grow. Each of the programs include 
outreach, and marketing to over 60,000 people in our network 
and through our social media platforms. We collaborate with 
our sponsors and business development facilitators to create 
impactful and educational programs.

2024

The VIB Network is pleased to introduce our newest veteran-owned 
business development program, the B.R.A.V.O. (Business Readiness 
And Veteran Optimization) Mentor/Protege Program. 

This 6-month program is designed to give Veteran owned businesses 
the opportunity to be mentored one-on-one by a VIB Corporate 
member representative, all guided by Professional Business Coach 

and US National Guard Veteran, Kathey Porter.

Sponsorship Includes: Participation as a B.R.A.V.O. corporate mentor, 
recognition during the VIB Network National Conference, and 
recognition as the program sponsor in the VIB National Conference 
event program and logo on all program marketing materials and 
social media.

B.R.A.V.O. Corporate Mentor/Veteran Business Protege Program Sponsor

Are you interested in sharing information on your organization with 
the Veteran Business Community? We will collaborate with you to 
conduct and host a webinar specific to your needs. This includes 
marketing this webinar to our network, hosting the webinar, 

conducting a post survey to attendees and sharing data.

Sponsorship Includes: Recognition as the webinar sponsor on all 
marketing materials.

Sponsor Specific Webinar

If you’d like to sponsor any of the VIB Network Business Development Programs available, or wish to create a customized 
program, contact CEO Rebecca Aguilera-Gardiner at rebecca@vibnetwork.org or call (619) 995-1969. 

Program begins December 2023 – This 6-month in-depth program is 
for 6 established SDVOSB/DVBE/VOSBs. Over the years the V2V 
program has developed and grown to meet our Veteran business 
leaders' needs. This program is one of our most intensive and 
successful initiatives, where we combine one-on-on business coaching 
and peer group sessions. The V2V program continues to update the 
curriculum with our partner Leah Nelson (DVBE) of Nelson Leadership. 

This program is to help guide the established Veteran business owner 
in assessing their business for strategic growth and success. 

Sponsorship Includes: Participation during one of the V2V Cohort 
Sessions, and recognition as a V2V Cohort Sponsor during the VIB 
Network National Conference Graduation Luncheon.

Veteran-2-Veteran Business Cohorts (shared sponsorship opportunities)

Tune in to hear the latest from the Veterans In Business Network! The 
VIB Network is on a mission to provide education, training, resources, 
and outreach to help Veterans in business succeed. At the Reveille 
Podcast, you'll hear directly from our Corporate Partners, Government 
Agencies, and from our own Veteran Business owners. Be sure to 
listen up when you hear that sound, this is the Reveille Podcast!

Sponsorship Includes: Sponsor logo added to 
Reveille podcast marketing on social media, 
plus recognition announcement at the 
beginning and end of the show.  

Reveille Podcast Sponsor

Let’s do it!



NOTES



NOTES



• Access to the VIB Directory with Over 2700 Members
• Veterans Join the VIB Directory for FREE Thanks to Corporate 

Members
• The VIB Network Represents Veteran Businesses on Various

Boards, Committees and Councils (Insurance, Diversity, etc.)
• Training Programs for Veteran Business Owners
• The VIB Reveille Podcast: An inside look at Corporates, Government 

Agencies, Veteran-Owned Businesses and Upcoming VIB Events
• Opportunity Board for Posting RFPs
• Events Calendar
• Educational Webinar Library
• Business Resources
• Outreach Events
• Veteran-2-Veteran Cohort Program
• B.R.A.V.O. Corporate Mentor/Veteran Business Protege Program
• Express Connect (Boston, MA • April 25, 2024)
• National Conference (San Diego, CA • Nov 13-14, 2024)

The Veterans In Business (VIB) Network is a nonprofit 
organization that advocates for all veteran businesses including 
VetCert, SDVOBs and DVBEs. Our mission is to invest in 
education, create economic growth, establish relationships, and 
provide resources and advocacy to veteran-owned businesses.

At the VIB Network, we walk our talk!  We 
select Veteran businesses for products 
and services any time they are available. 
We are proud to support those who
have supported us.
 

VETERAN VENDORS FOR THIS EVENT
Applied Learning Science:  appliedlearningscience.com
William Morton Photography:  mortonvisuals.com
On Point Moving:  onpointmoving.com
Green Heart Blvd:  instagram.com/green_heart_2019
Diego & Son Printing:  diegoandson.com
Merlin Embroidery:  merlinembroidery.com 
Lisa E. Stansbury Glass Art Studio:   
     facebook.com/StansburyGlass/ 
CMHardwoods Thank You Pens:  
     etsy.com/shop/CMHardwoods

vibnetwork.org
vibconference.com • vibexpressconnect.com

All Veterans
In Business 
Can Succeed 
Together

We support Veteran businesses.

Donate today!



EAST COAST

WEST COAST

April 25 • Boston, MA

vibnetwork.orgNovember 13-14 • San Diego, CA

Save the Dates:  Join the VIB in 2024! 
Details to be Announced
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8TH ANNUAL VIB NETWORK

HOSTED BY:

Registration opens January 16!
Sponsorship opportunities available.

Registration opens May 1!
Sponsorship opportunities available.



Connect with these corporations, government agencies and more at the 
VIB Network National Conference. Networking is an investment in your business!




